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The Addressing Gap- Before the D-twin

• 4 Billion People: It is widely estimated by organizations like 
the United Nations that roughly 4 billion people worldwide live 
without a formal address.
• More than 440 million people in Africa lack a physical address.
• As of 2018, approximately 35 million people in East Africa lived in 

slums or informal settlements where formal addresses are rare.
• As of 2026, it is estimated that roughly 8.3 million to 10.5 million 

people live in slums or informal settlements in Uganda.
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https://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-june-21-2016-1.3644974/how-3-words-could-put-4-billion-people-without-addresses-on-the-map-1.3645088
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/techsafarihq_over-440-million-africans-dont-have-a-physical-activity-7428018585387741184-5Ros


 
 

Digital addressing in Formal setting- The 
easy



 

 

Towards digital twins in the Informal Setting- The 
Unmapped



 

 

Not Chaos — Hidden Order

o 100 m Grid Network 

o Plot Nos.

o Road layer

o Satellite Image/ Drone Mapping

o Administrative Units – Village level

o AI Work flows

Informal settlements have structure via 
paths, clusters, landmarks
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Toward D-Address in informal settings (Grid system)



AN ADDRESSED INFORMAL SECTOR









Thank you 

If you are not addressable, you are invisible
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