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Which one will you stop first 
from leaking?

रहीमन पानी राखिए बिन पानी सि सून।

Famous phrase by Samuel Taylor Coleridge, a 

famous poet

“Water -Water everywhere - not a drop to 

drink” 

INTRODUCTION



Collaborating with communities since 2015 to engineer sustainable 

ecological solutions.

Massive Plantation Active since 

2015, increasing green cover.

Pond Rejuvenation Restoring 

vital local water bodies.

Wells Restoration Reviving 

traditional water sources.

Public Awareness Jal Panchayats & 

community outreach.

#WFY Campaign "Walk For Yamuna" 

advocacy movement.

Media Coverage TV talks, articles, 

and university lectures.

Published Papers Research in 

international journals.

International Exposure Water 

management studies in Australia & 

Israel.

Awards Recognition for service 

excellence.

Service Journey & Impact Initiatives



Transforming Rural Landscapes

Grassroots Mobilization: Started with a focused plantation campaign in rural 

areas, engaging directly with farmers.

Community Engagement: Conducted meetings at Chaupals, successfully 

motivating locals to adopt aggressive planting strategies with enthusiasm and 

perseverance.

5 Lakh+
Fruit & other plants planted

Across 150 Villages (Palwal, Faridabad, Mewat)

Massive Plantation Drive (2015-2025)



Strategic Interventions

Ecological Imperative

Yamuna Biodiversity Parks

Developing parks along the Yamuna stretch to enhance climate 

resilience.

River Front Development

Creating ecological, recreational, and economic value along the river 

banks.

Land Utilization

Plantation drives on Panchayat lands, barren tracts, and forest lease 

lands.

Hydrological Cycle: Roots retain water while leaves aid evapo-

transpiration, directly recharging groundwater.

Disaster Mitigation: Trees prevent floods, check soil erosion, and 

offer protection from dust pollution.

Climate Action: Critical for checking global warming and absorbing 

carbon emissions - resulting in cleaner air.

Soil Conservation: Prevents erosion and land degradation.

Economic Growth: Direct increase in farmers' income through agro-

forestry and sustainable land use.

"More Trees = More Rains"

Action Needed: Yamuna & Aravalli Restoration



Transforming Lives & Landscapes

This collaborative effort goes beyond environmental sustainability. It fosters a deep 

sense of community engagement and responsibility.

Target: Helping small and marginal farmers create sustainable livelihoods while 

addressing 7 out of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030.

Aligning with Global Goals

Empowering Women: Helping women create sustainable 

livelihoods through fruit farming (SDG-5).

#FruitTreesChangeLives



PLANTATION PICTURES



PLANTATION PICTURES



PLANTATION MEDIA COVERAGE



Behavioral Change is Key

Why It Matters

Open Wells: Lost Wisdom

The Challenge: Encroachment

In a 1.5-acre wastewater pond project, villagers initially resisted renovation due to 

encroachment. Transforming mindsets was harder than the physical work.

Shallow Aquifers vs. Bore Wells: Restoring open wells 

naturally recharges shallow groundwater, a sustainable 

alternative to deep extraction.

Community Stewardship: Reviving these ancient systems 

secures water equity and ecological balance.

= + +
Clean Pond Groundwater Wildlife Community

Reviving Water Bodies: Ponds & Wells



Natural Water Circulation

Ecological Harmony: While the pond supports surface wildlife, this underground link 

prevents over-extraction from borewells.

5000 Years of Heritage

From the Indus Valley Civilization to modern times, wells 

were the "heart and soul" of Indian villages—places for 

social gathering, rituals, and worship.

The Lost Indicator: Shallow wells visually indicated 

water availability, promoting "conscious use."

The Modern Gap: Borewells led to invisible 

consumption, causing us to lose touch with our aquifers.

Step 1: Pond Percolation
Water slowly filters through 
soil.

Step 2: Aquifer Recharge
Revives shallow freshwater 
layers.

Step 3: Clean Well Water
Feeds nearby wells with sweet 
water.

The Holy Relationship: Ponds & Wells



Restoration of 4 Open Wells

Lead by Dr. Shiv Singh Rawat

(Atal Bhujal Yojna, Haryana)

Spearheading a mass movement to revive traditional structures 

across Palwal (Haryana).

Why This Matters

Our Goal:

To give these open wells their due recognition and revive aquifers 

via efficient rainwater harvesting.
Efficient Harvesting: Capturing rainwater effectively.

Agriculture: Reliable water supply for farmers.

Social Fabric: Reviving the village's social hub.

Community-Led Revival in Action



Pond - Constructed Wetland (Manpur Village-1.5 
Acre)

BEFORE AFTER



Open Wells – Gehlab village 

BEFORE

AFTER



"Every restored lake is a long-term asset.
Every clean drop is a step toward stability." 

Rethink Every Drop

The world is entering a new phase of water awareness. This is our chance to build 

smarter, resilient systems.

The Challenge

The Opportunity: Nature-Based Solutions

We know what works. Proactive action makes the biggest 

difference:

Our Core Focus: Reviving Lakes & Ponds

A healthy waterbody improves local availability, supports 

biodiversity, boosts groundwater, and strengthens climate 

resilience.

• Extreme low water availability predicted for Mediterranean, southern 

Africa, North America, and Asia.
• By 2100, 750+ million people may face unreliable water supplies.

• Communities: Restore ecosystems, recharge 

groundwater, protect wetlands.
• Cities: Invest in smart infrastructure & reuse 

technologies.
• Rural: Strengthen local water storage for self-

reliance.

Awareness Campaign: A New Phase



"Life flows when rivers do."
Supreme Court: Yamuna is a Living Entity.

Apathy of agencies affects our entire ecosystem, food chain, and future.

Our Vision

Aviral Dhara Continuous, uninterrupted flow for ecology.

Nirmal Dhara Clean, unpolluted flow via pollution abatement.

Jan Yamuna People-River connection.

Gyan Yamuna Research & Policy formulation.

Why We Must Walk SDG-6

Abstraction, over exploitation, Low E-
Flows & Depleting GW

Solid Waste & Plastics

Untreated Sewage & Effluents Ag Runoff & Deforestation

Encroachment & Illegal Mining Underutilized STPs

Interstate Disputes and lack of co-
ordination

Cancer & Disease Rise

Walk For Yamuna Campaign #WFY



Major Polluters & Impact

The Path of DecayThe "Dead River" Reality

Despite serving 128 million people and irrigating 3.66L sq km, the UN has declared 

Yamuna a dead river. It has become a highly polluted drain.

• Toxic 2%: The 22km stretch from Wazirabad to Okhla contributes 80% of total pollution.

• Sources: Industrial waste, 22 drains (Najafgarh, Shahdara), Ag runoff, and religious waste.

• Health Crisis: Heavy metals (Uranium, Lead) in groundwater cause cancer and enter the 

food chain.

• Ecological Irony: Dry "nalla" in summer, flooding threat in monsoon due to encroachment.

Asgarpur Status: High Ammonia & Nil Dissolved Oxygen

Palla (Entry)
Water is clean DO > 5 mg/L

Wazirabad Barrage
Water diverted to WTP Flow Reduces

Okhla (Exit)
Only sewer water remains DO = Nil

Yamuna: A Lifeline in Peril



"Rivers have self-cleansing capacity. Connecting people is the buzzword for rejuvenation." 

Quality: Science & Tech Quantity: Ancient Wisdom

• Nature-Based Solutions (NBS): Wetlands, Bioremediation, Phyto/Phyco-

remediation.

• New Circular Economy (NCE): Treating wastewater as a resource.

• River Rejuvenation: Biodiversity parks & ecological restoration.

The 5 R's Philosophy

• Store & Recharge: Floodplain reservoirs & renovation of traditional water 

bodies.

• Agriculture: Micro-irrigation, Natural farming, Crop diversification.

• Conservation: Rainwater Harvesting (RWHS) & reuse of treated wastewater.

More E-Flows in 
River

Solutions: Achieving SDG-6 Goals



In a democracy, mass mobilization influences political will. Public demand drives 

policy decisions.

Vision: Integrated River Basin Management

Be the change you wish to see in the world!
#WalkForYamuna

We Need Support From:

Public Representatives • Policy Makers • Farmers • Ex-

Servicemen • Advocates • Youth/Students • Women • 

Corporates • Social Organizations

Ecological

Wetlands & Parks

Economic

Eco-Tourism

Social

Community 
Connect

Mobilizing for Change: What Can We Do?



Next: The Journey of Transformation - The Route, The Kms, The Days.

The Initial Reality

Apathy & Resistance: "Not my responsibility" attitude.

Obstacles: Addiction, freebie culture, and political fear in Panchayats.

Scope: ~100 Villages contacted.

The Strategic Pivot

New Target: Youth, Schools, Universities, NGOs.

Result: 200 public meetings in 80 villages. Volunteers & Sponsors joined.

Core Philosophy

Community participation = Ownership = Sustainability.

"ये हवाएं-ये मंजर, यूूँ ही जहरीले नही ंहुए ।

हम सि शरीके-गुनाह हैं, कुदरत के इस कत्ल में।”

"नबदयाूँ िचेंगी ंतभी दुबनया िचेगी"

"We are all accomplices in this crime against nature.
Rivers must survive—only then will the world survive." 

Walk for Yamuna: Phase 1 (Pre-Yatra)



Walk for Yamuna: Phase 1 (Pre-Yatra) PICTURES



Walk for Yamuna: Phase 1 (Pre-Yatra) PRESS 
CONFRENCE



Walk for Yamuna: Phase 2 (The WFY Yatra)



DAY 1- Walk for Yamuna 



DAY 2 to 6- Walk for Yamuna 



DAY 2 to 6- Walk for Yamuna 



DAY 7- Walk for Yamuna 



DAY 7- Walk for Yamuna (Video) 



Media Coverage- Walk for Yamuna 



PICTURES WITH STAKEHOLDERS



PICTURES WITH STAKEHOLDERS



MEDIA COVERAGE



AWARDS



Thank You!
Let's Walk for Yamuna

#SaveRivers #SaveWater #SaveLife #WFY
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